[The fight against tuberculosis and developments in public health from 1890 to 1930 in Italy].
The author presents the developments in society and public health that paved the way, thanks to the birth of social and scientific associations and later to state intervention, for the establishment of hospitals for tuberculosis in Italy at the beginning of the 20th century. From 1890 onwards many fruitful meetings, conferences and debates ultimately led to the passing of a specific law on public health care; in 1927 this law covered about half the population. The First World War was undoubtedly the prime cause that stopped the downward trend in mortality and morbidity from the tuberculosis epidemic in the early 20th century. Early on, Bologna, together with other cities in Tuscany and Lombardy, developed plans for therapy (i.e. hospitals for tuberculosis) and prevention (i.e. holiday camps). However, in Italy in the 1930s tuberculosis continued to be a major problem despite such improvements in public health. In Europe, Germany was the nation that pioneered the fight against tuberculosis by social, scientific and legislative means. Since 1883 there had been a specific law for insurance against illnesses and a network of sanatoria had been established.